
YEAR 5 RE – What matters most to Christians and Humanists? (Sum 2)

Tier 3 Vocabulary Key Knowledge Recommended Reads

Humanism: a set of non-religious ideas 
about how people should live.

Humanists believe that there is often a link between good or 
bad thoughts and the behaviour that follows.  These behaviours 
lead to positive or negative consequences.  Some religious 
people believe that following religious rules, or 
commandments, can help them to make the right choices. 

Humanist: a person who lives by the ideas 
or beliefs of Humanism.

Atheist: a person who believes in no god. Many humanists follow a code for living and try to live a good 
life.  Some identify with the following principles: be honest; use 
your mind; tell the truth; do to other people what you would 
like them to do to you.

Commandments: a set of behaviour rules, 
as in ‘The Ten Commandments’.

Conscience: a person’s moral sense of 
right and wrong; seen as an internal guide 
to our behaviour.

The Christian Bible tells many stories of Jesus and the values 
that were important to him.  For many Christians, the values 
that are important include love, forgiveness, peace between 
people and God, honesty, prayer, worship and fellowship 
(togetherness). 

Agreed Syllabus End Points

Consequence: the result of an action. Identify and explain beliefs about why people are good and bad.

Make links with sources of authority that tell people how to be 

good.

Make clear connections between Christian and Humanist ideas

about being good and how people live

Suggest reasons why it might be helpful to follow a moral code 

and why it might be difficult, offering different points of view

Raise important questions and suggest answers about how & 

why people should be good

Make connections between the values studied and their own

lives, & their importance in the world today, giving good reasons 

for their views.

Values:  principles or standards of 
behaviour; our judgement of what is 
important in life.

Many Christians and Humanists share important values, such as 
the idea of peace.  Even when values are not shared, people can 
disagree respectfully.  Disagreement does not have to lead to 
conflict and fighting.

A code for living can be used by all people to live a better life, 
regardless of their religion or belief.  Many humanists believe 
that they should focus on ‘rules’ for their own behaviour; how 
they behave in their relationships with family and friends; how 
they behave as part of society; and their behaviour towards the 
environment. 

Peace: freedom from disturbance; 
tranquillity.

Tolerance: the ability or willingness to 
accept others’ rights to opinions or beliefs 
that you dislike or disagree with.

Harmony: the result of agreement and 
acceptance.
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