
YEAR 5 RE – What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? (Spr 2)

Tier 3 Vocabulary Key Knowledge Recommended Reads

Islam – the religion of Muslim people. According to 2021 census data, 6.5% of the UK population is 
Muslim.  In Cornwall, this figure is 0.2%. In Britain, Christianity is 
the most popular religion. Muslim – people who follow the Islamic religion.

Allah - God The five pillars of Islam (The Shahadah, Salah, Zakkat, Sawm and 
the Hajj are seen as essentials of the life of Muslim people.  The 
5 pillars are an expression of ibadah (service or worship).  These 
are the teachings of Islam but not all Muslims will follow all of 
these at all times.

Muhammad (pbuh) – the prophet of Allah.

Mosque – the Muslim place of worship.

Qur-an – the Islamic sacred book, believed to be 
the word of God dictated to Muhammad by the 
angel Gabriel and written down in Arabic.

Each year, Muslims aim to be charitable by giving 2.5% of their 
wealth to charity.  This is known as Zakah or Zakat. This applies 
to all Muslims who have the minimum amount of wealth –
known as Nisab.   Muslims also try to be charitable in other 
ways, such as being kind and helpful. 

Agreed Syllabus End Points

Ibadah – servitude or worship

5 Pillars of Islam – the key foundations, or duties, 
of the Islamic religion.

During their lifetime, Muslims try to make at least one 
pilgrimage (religious journey) to Mecca, the centre of the 
Islamic world.  This is known as the Hajj.  The Hajj lasts for 5 to 6 
days during which time Muslims follow a set route and perform 
different rituals and activities.  

• Identify and explain Muslim beliefs about God, the Prophet* and the 

Holy Qur’an.

• Describe ways in which Muslim sources of authority guide

Muslim living.

• Make clear connections between Muslim beliefs and ibadah

• Give evidence and examples to show how Muslims put their beliefs into 

practice in different ways

• Make connections between Muslim beliefs studied & Muslim

ways of living in Britain/Cornwall.

• Consider and weigh up the value of e.g. submission, obedience, 

generosity, self-control and worship in the lives of Muslims today and 

articulate responses on how far they are valuable to people who are not 

Muslims

• Reflect on and articulate what it is like to be a Muslim in Britain today, 

giving good reasons for their views.

The Shahadah – the first pillar.  The Muslim belief 
that there is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is 
his messenger.

Muslims use their sacred texts as guides for living.  The Qur’an 
is believed to be the words of Allah as told to the prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh).  The Sunnah is a text is believed to show 
the customs and practices carried out by Muhammad during his 
life.  The Hadith tells the words and instructions of the prophet 
Muhammad reported by the people around him during his life.

Salah – the second pillar. Praying 5 times each 
day. 

Zakat – the third pillar.  Making an annual 
charitable donation.

Sawm – the fourth pillar.  Fasting for the month 
of Ramadan.

Hajj – the fifth pillar.  Muslims try to attend the 
pilgrimage to Makkah (Mecca) once in their lives.

Ihram clothing – 2 white pieces of cloth to use as 
clothing wrapped around the body during Hajj.
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