
YEAR 5 RE – What does it mean to Christians if God is holy and loving? (SPR 1)

Tier 3 Vocabulary Key Learning Recommended Reads

Holy – to be absolutely pure and perfect, 
without sin.

A god might be many different things to different people, 
depending on their beliefs.  

Loving – feeling or showing strong feelings 
of care and affection.

Christians believe that their God is omniscient (all-
knowing), omnipotent (all-powerful), holy, loving, eternal.

Spirit – the non-physical being; without a 
body.

Christians believe that cathedrals were built to show the 
power of God.  Different aspects of a cathedral represent 
God, e.g. the stories in stained glass windows, the altar.

Eternal – not limited by time; forever.

Omniscient – knowing all things. To Christians, God is loving which means that God wants 
the very best for humans and does a lot to care for them.  
Christians also believe that God is holy.  To Christians, this 
could mean that God is morally pure and is separate to 
humans, who may be sinful.  Christians believe that God is 
both loving and holy which means that although God 
doesn’t want humans to commit sins, he does forgive.

Agreed Syllabus End Points

Omnipotent – all powerful.
Make sense of belief:

• Identify features of Gospel texts (for example, teachings, 

parable, narrative)

• Taking account of the context, suggest meanings of Gospel 

texts studied, and compare their own ideas with ways in which 

Christians interpret biblical texts

Understand the impact:

• Make clear connections between Gospel texts, Jesus’ ‘good 

news’, and how Christians live in the Christian community and in 

their individual lives

Make connections:

• Make connections between Christian teachings (e.g. about 

peace, forgiveness, healing) and the issues, problems and 

opportunities in the world today, including their own lives

• Articulate their own responses to the issues studied, 

recognising different points of view.

Psalm – Christian or Jewish sacred verse.

Prophet – a person regarded as a teacher 
or proclaimer of God’s will.

Cathedral – the principal Christian church 
in a diocese, with a bishop.

People have different beliefs.  Some people believe in God 
or several Gods; some people do not believe in any god. 
Humanists believe that they can live their life without the 
guidance of a god.  Some people believe they can have 
non-religious guidelines for living in a kind and caring way.

Diocese – a Christian area under the 
pastoral and religious care of a bishop.

Justice – morally right or fair.

Mercy – kindness and forgiveness towards 
others.

Humanism – the belief that people can 
leave a good life without gods & religion.
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