
YEAR 5 HISTORY – VIKING INVASION (Summer 2)

Tier 3 Vocabulary Knowledge Facts Book Curriculum

Vikings – people from Scandinavia, who were farmers 
but part-time warriors, led by people of noble birth.

The Vikings came from Scandinavia – Sweden, Norway and Denmark.  First 
recorded raid in 793AD at Lindisfarne monastery.

Norse – relating to ancient and medieval Scandinavia 
and its language.  Norsemen (Northmen) were full-time 
traders.

The Vikings mostly settled in the North of England. Battled for power with the 
Anglo-Saxons.  Yorvik (York) was important Viking city - taken over by the Vikings 
in 866. It was formerly capital of the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria. 

Saga – long stories from ancient Scandinavian societies, 
usually telling of heroic adventures.

Alfred the Great prevented England being taken over by the Vikings.  
Grandfather to King Æthelstan, first Saxon king of England.

Raid – sudden, armed attack with the aim of stealing
goods rather than settling on the land.

Wedmore Peace Treaty (878AD) between Alfred the Great (Saxon king) and 
Guthrum (Viking king).  Danelaw later followed this agreement.

Other recommended reads

Longboats – the long, narrow boats used by Vikings for 
raiding and invading.  

Battle of Stamford Bridge (1066) between army of Harold Godwinson (last Saxon 
king of England) & Harald Hardrada (last Viking king) ended the Viking era in 
England.  Harald Hardrada was killed in the battle.

Shield Maiden – a female warrior.

Berserker – fearless, violent warriors that went to war 
wearing wolf or bear skins. Origin of the word ‘beserk’.

The Battle of Hastings (1066) between Harold, King of England and William of 
Normandy.  William won – William the Conqueror and became King of England, 
ending Saxon rule of England. 
William the Conqueror was crowned King of England on Christmas Day, 1066 –
the start of the Norman period in England.

Jarl – a noble Viking chief or ruler.

Karl – middle-class people in early Scandinavian society, 
usually farmers or landowners.

National Curriculum End Points
Understand the reasons for invasion from Europe by Anglo-Saxons. Identify 
where they settled and offer reasons for this. 
Describe changes over this period of time (inc for lives of the ancient Britons).
Evaluate evidence to choose the most reliable forms.
Give reasons why there may be different accounts of history.

Danelaw – an agreed area of England occupied and 
governed by the Vikings and their laws.

Bayeaux Tapestry – a 70 metre long, 50cm tall 
embroidered cloth detailing the conquest of England by 
William the Conqueror. 
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