
YEAR 5 HISTORY – THE ANGLO-SAXONS (Summer 1)

Tier 3 Vocabulary Knowledge Facts Book Curriculum

Monarchy – a form of government with a king 
(or queen) in charge.

The Anglo-Saxon period from c. 450 – 1066 AD. ‘Angle-land’ became ‘England.’

The Angles, Saxons and Jutes came from modern-day Germany and Denmark.  
Reasons: better farmland & weather, to fight & by invitation.Archaeologist - People who discover our history 

by looking at artefacts that have been found.
Place names can indicate where Anglo-Saxons settled – mostly in England, but 
not Cornwall /Devon. Many settlements were by rivers, but not on the coast.Artefacts – An object made by a human, often 

historical.
The Anglo-Saxons originally created 7 kingdoms, each ruled by a king: 
Northumbria, Mercia, Wessex, Essex, Sussex, East Anglia and Kent. Some 
became our counties today.Invasion – Entering a country with armed force. Other recommended reads

Settlement – A place where people establish a 
community.

The Monarchy started during Anglo-Saxon times. Æthelstan was considered to 
be the firsts king of England.

Anglo-Saxon kingdoms - The Anglo-Saxons 
formed different areas or regions within 
England, known as kingdoms.  

St Augustine (AD 596) - converted the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity.

Sutton Hoo, a well-preserved ship burial mound discovered in 1939, gave 
archaeologists lots of information about early Anglo-Saxon kings.

Cyning – an Anglo-Saxon king. The Anglo-Saxons fought Ancient Britons and took over most of England but 
not the far SW, Wales or Scotland.  Anglo-Saxons fought the Picts and Scots 
but were unable to build kingdoms in Scotland.

Map of Anglo-Saxon invasion of England.

Thane – an important Anglo-Saxon person.

Ceorl – A lower-class Anglo-Saxon person: the 
common people.  Better than a slave.

National Curriculum End Points
Understand the reasons for invasion from Europe by Anglo-Saxons. Identify where 
they settled and offer reasons for this. 
Describe changes over this period of time (including for lives of the ancient Britons).
Order significant events, movements and dates on a timeline.

Legacy - Anglo-Saxons left a legacy which 
included the language we speak, culture and 
politics. Many of the shires are boundaries for 
counties today.

Picts – a Celtic group of people living in Scotland.

Scots – A group of people, originally from 
Ireland, who lived in Scotland.

The Battle 
of Hastings 
brings the 
end of the 
Saxon era. 
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